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Asadayuth Chusri
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

The Use of Kanji Pronunciation in Japanese
for Learning Korean Vocabulary

Abstract

This article examines the phonological relevance between the Japanese and Korean
languages, focusing on how knowledge of N2-level Kanji readings can be leveraged to apply
to learning beginner Korean vocabulary, thereby promoting multilingualism. An analysis of
1,186 N2-level Kanji characters revealed that 27% shared identical pronunciations, while a
significant 69% exhibited systematic sound correspondences. The study identified 12 key
patterns of these sound correspondences in vowels, initial consonants, and final consonants,
which allow for the direct comparison of pronunciations between the two languages. The
feasibility of applying these rules to 1,836 beginner Korean vocabulary words was analyzed
revealing that 38.57% were of Chinese origin, with 27.51% of these having a direct semantic
correspondence with a Kanji-based word in Japanese. The findings indicate that applying the
identified sound correspondence patterns can facilitate the prediction of meaning and the
memorization of word pairs across both languages, while also providing a linkage to connect
vocabulary for the remaining 11.06% of words that use different terminology but are derived

from the same Chinese character.

words

Kanji pronunciation, Japanese language, Korean language, sound correspondence

patterns, applying
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