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Natthira Tuptim
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Pibulsongkram Rajabhat University

The Enhancement of the Morphological Awareness
of Japanese Thai learners’ Lexical System Through
Japanese Kanji Word Exercises

Abstract

This study aimed to compare the morphological awareness of Thai Japanese students
before and after using Japanese kanji word exercises developed by enhancing their
morphological awareness. The research tools were tests for evaluating morphological awareness
and a questionnaire. The target group was 10 Thai Japanese students selected by purposive
sampling that had JLPT N3 or JPT between 430-525 score or that had experienced 450-600
study hours with 600 kanji and 3,000 words. The results showed that the students’ pretest
average score was 20.70 (30 full marks) while the students’ posttest average score was 25.20.
When comparing the scores of both tests, it was found that the scores after engasing in the
exercises were significantly higher than those before taking part in the exercises, with a statistical
significance at the .05 level. Regarding the opinions expressed, the students agreed that the
Japanese kanji word exercises enhanced their level of awareness (knowing, understanding,
classifying) (X = 4.30), and the students were more confident in predicting the meanings of

words at a high level (x= 4.10).
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morphological awareness, exercises, Japanese kanji words
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