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Namthip Methasate
Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University

The Translation of Literature About Japan in Thailand
Between the 1900s and 1940s*

Abstract

This article aims to examine the translation of literature about Japan in Thailand between
the 1900s and 1940s, with consideration of the historical context of Thai-Japanese relations
and the Thai social context, which is the background of the translation. This is a study that
connects and expands on past research, which usually focuses on literary translation from
after World War Il or the 1950s onwards in order to provide a more complete picture of the
history of Japanese literary translation in Thailand. The results of the study show that the
nature of translation production tends to be different and can be divided into two periods,
consistent with the changes in the situation of Thai-Japanese relations. The first period is
between the 1900s and 1930s, when the translation works surveyed were based on the
selection of the translators' interests. The translators independently handled the publishing
and distribution without any patronage or control over the translation and production. However,
the context of society's interests or trends affects the selection of translation production. The
latter period is the 1940s, during which most of all translation works found were produced
and published by Japanese agencies, especially the Institute of Japano-Thai Culture (H Z83C
{EAFZERT), under the cultural promotion policy as part of the cooperation towards the Great
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere during World War Il. In addition, the production of these

translation works contributes to enhancing the knowledge about Japan in Thailand as well.

words

translation, literature about Japan, Thai-Japanese relations, the Institute of

Japano-Thai Culture, Great East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere

" This research was supported by a research grant from the Toyota Fund. Part of the content of the research has been improved and developed from
the researcher's article titled “Senzen no tai ni okeru nihon kankei tosho no honyaku : 1887 nen no kokko seiritsu kara 1930 nendai made wo chushin
ni [Translation of books related to Japan in pre-war Thailand, focusing on the period from the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1887 to the
1930s]” In Namigata Tsuyoshi (ed.) Kindai Ajia no bungaku to honyaku : seiyo juyo-shokuminchi-nihon [Modern Asian literature and translation : Western
reception, colonialism, and Japan] Bensei (2023). Special thanks to Ajarn Kitamura Takeshi, former Expert at the Center of Uruwa Japanese Language,

Japan Foundation, Japan and Assistant Professor Dr. Nattapoll Chaiching, Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University for the information on rare books.
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