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Pronunciation Errors of Short and Long Vowels
in Japanese: A Case Study of Upper Secondary
Students in Three Southern Border Provinces
of Thailand

Abstract

This research studied the pronunciation errors in short and long Japanese vowels by
pronunciation testing phonological structure /CV/,/CVR/,/V/,/VR/,/CyV/,/CyVR/. The vocabulary
has meaning for every word and it is classified at the knowledge level of JLPT N5-N3 of 101
words. The sample was 115 Thai learners of Japanese that were studying at the upper secondary
level (Matthayom 4-5) at six schools in three southern border provinces in Thailand. According
to the analyses, the mispronunciation from short vowels to long vowels occur easily with the /o/
phoneme. When considering the mispronunciation at the beginning and end of the words, it was
caused by the influence of adjacent consonant sounds, while the mispronunciation at the middle
of the words was caused by the influence of the vowel sounds that come before them. These
factors provide the circumstance to add one more mora. However, the mispronunciation from long
vowels to short vowels occur easily with the /i/ phoneme. When considering the mispronunciation
at the middle and end of the words, it was caused by the influence of the consonant sounds that
come before them; however, the mispronunciation at the beginning of the words was caused by

the vowel sounds.

words

pronunciation, short vowels, long vowels, Thai learners, upper secondary students
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